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Te men of Galilee, why stand 05 gazing up cute heavent This same 
Jeeus which is taken up. from you into heaven, shall: so like man- 
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as 


JOSEPH ‘TRUE PROPHET. 


13 LECTURE ‘delivered by Elder Andrew J enson, before the Students’ 
Society, in the Social Hall, Salt Lake City, beg on n evening, 
January 16,1891: 
“INTRODUCTORY. 


I vill take for my text the foll owing words of the Prophet Moses, b 
to the children of Israel while they were journeying in the | wilderness of 
Arabia: 

„ * speak a ord in m name which I 
him to. even that prophet shall 
die. And if thou say in thine heart: How shall we know the Wied which 
the Lord hast not spoken? When a prophet speaketh in the name of the 
tout, if the thing follow not, nor come to pass, that is the thing which 
rd hath not spoken; but the ies hath spoken it, presumptu- 

meat thou shalt not be afraid of him. (Deut. xviii: 20-22.) 

The passage which I have read may be taken as a key by which to 
distinguish a true Prophet from a false one. The first definition of the 
word prophet, according to the standard dictionaries, is “one who proph- 
esies; one who foretells future events; a predicter; a foreteller; a seer.” 
In this light we shall proceed to test the claims of Joseph Smith, whom 
the Latter-day Saints claim to be the great Prophet of the nineteenth 
century. . We claim for him that he was visited by holy beings, who 
restored to him the fulness of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, with authority 
to administer in all the ordinances of the same; that he received from the 
angel Moroni certain gold plates that had been hidden in the earth for 
) hundred years, and that he translated the engravings upon these 
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We further claim that he organized the Church of Christ once more 
upon the earth, and that he received by direct revelation a code of laws 
and commandments by which to govern the affairs of that Church, accord- 
ing to the original pattern given by Jesus and His Apostles eighteen 
hundred years ago. We further claim that it is of the utmost importance 
for all people who desire eternal salvation to know whether these things 
are true or not. If Joseph Smith is what he professed to be, a true 
Prophet of God, no one can reject his testimony without being condemned; 
while on the other hand, if he was an impostor, or a. false prophet, we 


can reject him without fear of divine punishment, and the condemnation 


will rest upon the man who assumes to speak in the name of the Lord 
presumptuously. In this lecture I shall confine myself to his prophetic 
and inspired utterances by proving their 2 and truthfulness 


Ee mostly from a historic standpoint. 


JOSEPHS FIRST VISION. 

One of the first declarations made by Joseph Smith, when he was * 
a boy between fourteen and fifteen years of age, was that the whole 
Christian world had gone astray, and that the true Church of Christ was 
not to be found upon the earth. What a startling declaration! Could 
anything be more presumptuous on the part of a common, uneducated 
farmer’s boy than such an assertion? Preachers of the various denomina- 
tions in the neighborhood where the boy resided became exasperated, and 
at once denounced him as an impostor and fraud. A boy who had seen 


nothing of the world, save the tract of country in Vermont, where he was 
born, and the western wilds of the state of New York, where he now 


resided with his parents; a boy who had perhaps never been even intro- 
duced to any of the prominent divines of the day; who had never crossed 
the threshold of any important institution of learning; who had never 
thoroughly examined the creed of any one denomination, much less hav- 
ing a knowledge of them all; who had never crossed the ocean to acquaint 
himself with the great b of Europe, with its thousands of preachers 
and its universities and institutions of learning. What did he know 
about the creeds and organizations existing among the millions of Chris- 


_ tians in Europe and America, thus to denounce them all without further 


ceremony? Why, even Luther, the great reformer of the sixteenth cen- 
tury, with his profound learning and thorough knowledge of the Catholic 
creed, did not denounce the Roman Catholic church in such a manner as 
that; he did not say it was rejected as a whole, and that it was not the 
Church of Christ; he simply contended that it had incorporated into 
its system doctrines, sacraments and ordinances which were not true 
and not warranted by the Bible. Luther simply desired to reform the 
church, to purge it and remove from it erroneous doctrines and wicked 
tices. 

But Joseph Smith, without any more knowledge of the religions of the 
world than what opportunities his attendance at the numerous revival 
meetings held in his immediate neighborhood had given him, denounced 
them all as false. Whence, then, his authority for the sweeping declara- 
tion he made as to the condition of the so-called Christian churches? His 
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story is a simple, plain and unimbellished one. He tells in his own 
straightforward manner how, after attending the different revival meet- 
ings without being able to conclude which of the denominations was the 
right one for him to join, he went into the woods to pray to the Lord for 
that wisdom which the Apostle James promises shall be given the honest 
believer. | 

The result was an attack of the power of darkness, which threatened 
him with destruction; then a light far above him in the sky; then an 
envelopment in that light, which descended upon him; then a vision of 
two glorious personages standing above him in the air, one of whom, 
speaking to him, while pointing to the other, said: “This is my beloved 
Son, hear Him.” Here, then, was Jesus Christ being introduced by His 
Father to Joseph Smith, the praying boy, who next was informed by the 
Great Redeemer Himself, that all the sects of the day were wrong, that 
all their creeds were an abomination in His sight, and that the modern 
professors and teachers taught for doctrine the commandments of men, 
having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof; that he 
(Joseph) should join none of these churches, but that the true Church 
should be revealed to him at some future time. | 3 
This then was Joseph's authority. Jesus Christ Himself, the Redeemer 
of the world, the Son of God, He that was crucified and put to death on 
Mount Calvary, but who arose triumphant from the grave, the Founder, 
the Organizer, the Head, the President of the Christian Church, explained 
to Joseph Smith the condition of the world. There is no higher authority 
than He. If anyone in heaven or earth has a right to say what is true 
Christianity, and what is not, Christ Himself, the Founder of the Church, 
has that right. With that authority to back him, Joseph Smith had no 
fear that his declarations would be met with successful contradiction. 
There is only one question that can present itself to our minds in that 
connection, and that is: Did the boy tell the truth? Did he really con- 
verse with Jesus Christ, or was it an imagination of a bewildered and 
excited mind? -We shall see as we proceed. I will first introduce the 
Prophet's own testimony concerning this his first vision. He says in his 
history: | 

It has often caused me serious reflections, both then and since, how 
very strange it was that an obscure boy, of a little over fourteen years of 
age, and one, too, who was doomed to the necessity of obtaining a scan 
‘maintenance by daily labor, should be thought a character of suffi- 
cient importance to attract the attention of the great ones of the most 
popular sects of the day, so as to create in them a spirit of the hottest 
persecution and reviling. But strange or not, so it was, and was often 
cause pf t sorrow to myself. However, it was, nevertheless, a 
that I had a vision. I have thought since, that I felt much like Paul 


when he made his defense before 2 Agri and related the account 
of the vision he had when he saw a light and heard a voice; but still there 


‘were but few who believed him; some said he was dishonest, others said 
he was mad, and he was ridiculed and reviled; but all this did not dest 
the reality of his vision. He had seen a vision, he knew he and 
the persecution under heaven could not make it otherwise; and though 
they should persecute him unto death, yet he knew, and would know 
unto his latest breath, that he had both seen a light and heard a voice 
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apenas ing to him, and all the world could not make him think or believe 
otherwise. 
So it was with me; I had actually seen a light, and in the midst of that 
ight I saw two person and they did in reality speak unto me, or one 
of them did; an though 1 was hated and persecuted for saying that I 
had seen a vision, yet it was true; and while they were persecuting me, 
reviling me, and s ing against me, falsely, for so saying, I was led to 
say in my heart, y persecute for telling the truth? I have actually 
seen a vision, and who am I that I can withstand God? Or 4 does the 
world think to make me deny what I have actually seen? For I have 


seen avision. I knew it, and 1 knew that God knew it, and I could not 
deny 1 dare I do it, at least I knew that by so doing I would 
offend and come under condemnation. 3 A 

Since the time Joseph had this vision the Elders of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints have traversed the globe; they have visited 
all the so-called Christian nations of the earth; they have examined the 
creeds and organizations of the Christian sects of every land and every 
clime, and have learned beyond doubt that the true Church of Christ was 
not upon the earth at the time Joseph made his sweeping declaration, 
and that it does not exist outside of the Church organized under the 
direction and authority of the Redeemer Himself, by Joseph Smith. 

| THE WORDS OF THE ANGEL. | 

On the 22nd of September, 1823, Joseph Smith, after spending the 
previous night under the tutorship of the angel Moroni, was again visited 
by that holy personage on the hill Cumorah, in the western part of the 
State of New York, and was shown the plates, which were delivered to 
him four years later, and from which he translated the Book of Mormon. 
While standing on this historic hill, with the angel at his side, he again 
received glorious instructions and warnings, and aniong other things was 
told that when he should bring forth the Book of Mormon, the workers 
of iniquity would seek his overthrow. Says the angel: | 


They will circulate falsehoods to destroy your e also will 
seek to take your life; but remember this, if you are fai and shall 
hereafter continue to keep the commandments of the Lord, you shall be 
preserved to bring these things forth; for in due time He will give you a 
commandment to come and take them. When they are interpreted, 
the Lord will — the Holy Priesthood to some, and they shall begin to 
proclaim this 5 and baptize by water, and after that they shall have 
power to give the Holy Ghost by the laying on of hands. Then will perse- 
cution rage more and more; for the iniquities of men shall be revealed, and 
those who are not built upon the rock will seek to overthrow the Church; 


but it will increase the more opposed, and spread further and further. 
The angel also told him: 3 eee 


Your name shall be known i the nations; for the work which the 
Lord — — by your hands shall cause the righteous to rejoice and 
the wicked to rage ; with the one it shall be had in honor, and with thé 
other in reproach.—(Historical Record, page 362.) v4 
These prophetic sayings have had so litera] a fulfilment that no further 
explanation is necessary. If the predictions here made were Joseph’s 


own production, and no angel of God had a part in it, is it not strange 


that every word of it should prove true? 
[T0 BE CONTINUED.] 


* 
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LEEDS CONFERENCE. 


Minutes of the Leeds Conference, held at Forester’s Hall, Charlotte 
Street, Hull, Sunday, March 15th, 1891. There were present Apostle 
Brigham Young, President of the European Mission; Elder Jas. H. Ander- 
son, of the Liverpool Office; Elder Wm. H. Evans, President of, and John 
H. Woodbury, John E. Huish, Richard Graham, James H. Clarke, Joshua 
B. Bean, F. W. Clark, Edward Burton, A. F. Haycock, and C. H. Poulsen, 
Traveling Elders in the Leeds Conference. | 

10:30 a.m. Singing. Prayer by Elder Bean. Singing. 

Elder Woodbury said it gave him great pleasure to meet with the 
Saints, and to testify to the divine work they were engagedin. It was 
necessary to be guided by the Spirit of the Lord, for no man could speak 
upon the plan of salvation to the edifying of the Saints without it. He 
had enjoyed his labors in the cause of truth, realizing the importance of 
the message he had to bear to mankind, and the condemnation he would 
be under if he did not deliver it. 

Elder Graham testified that if men did the will of God, by keeping His 
commandments, they would know for themselves of the doctrines of the 
Gospel. The Savior presented Himself to John for baptism, to fulfil all 
righteousness, and it is binding upon all mankind to follow in His foot- 
steps, if they wish to have an exaltation in the presence of the Father. 
Faith alone will not save them; it requires faith combined with works to 


acquire salvation. 
Elder F. W. Clark said the doctrines of the Latter-day Saints are con- 


sidered by some people as very peculiar, but if people would only investi- 
gate the truth for themselves, they would learn that the Saints believe 
that Christ offered His life for a sacrifice, and that all can be saved by 
obedience to the laws of the Gospel. Through the transgression of our 
first parents all men die, but the Lord has sent His Only Begotten to teach 
principles of truth, to bring to pass the resurrection and the life, and to 
assist men to put away sin. John the Baptist preached the Gospel of the 
baptism of repentance. This repentance must be sincere and faithful; 
then we are fit subjects to go down into the water of baptism and have 
our sins remitted. We are promised that upon doing this the gift of 
inspiration will be given us, so we can comprehend the Scripture and the 
mission of Christ, and follow Him. The command to repent and be bap- 
tized is just as binding on us as it was on those who assembled on the day 
of Pentecost, Jesus is our highest authority, and He told a ruler of the 
Jes that a man could not enter the kingdom of God unless he rendered 
obedience to this law of the birth of the water and of the spirit, which is 
absolutely essential to salvation. Immersion is the proper mode of 
‘administering the ordinance of water baptism, and it is necessary to have 
authority, or the baptism will be of no effect. Elder Clark testified to 
the restoration of the Gospel, and that men were again given the Holy 
Priesthood; that they received revelation and inspiration to lead them to 
teach the pure principles of the Gospel of Christ. This power is with the 
Latter-day Saints. The mission of Joseph Smith the Prophet was to open 
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the last dispensation and preach the Gospel in its fulness, to prepare for 
the coming of Christ. 

President Evans presented the general report of the Conference from 
June 30, 1890, to March 1, 1891, as follows: Houses visited 6,770; tracts 
distributed 21,890; 3 conversations 787; books sold 98; books loaned 
and given away 121; general meetings 311; out-door and cottage nieet- 
ings 90; Seventies 10; High Priest 1; Elders 11; Priests 5; Teachers 3; 
Deacons 3; members 150; total officers and members 185; baptims 22; re- 
baptisms 4; ordinations—Elders 6; Priests 3; Teachers 2; Deacons 3; 
emigrated 1; children blessed 7; died 1. 

The era officers of the Church and local authorities were then pre- 
sented and sustained. 

Elder Poulsen testified that the Latter-day Saints were teaching the 
word of the Lord, so that all who were honest in heart could have an 
opportunity to embrace it, and receive such blessings as were * 
in the days of the Apostles. 

Singing. Benediction by Elder Den 

2:30 p.m. Singing. Prayer by Elder F. W. Clark. Singing: The 
Sacrament was administered by Elders Lambert and Drewery. 

Elder Anderson gave an interesting discourse on the first principles 
-of the Gospel—faith, repentance, baptism for the living and the dead, 
laying on of hands for the gift of the Holy Ghost, and the necessity of 
divine authority. He bore a strong testimony to the divine mission of 
Joseph Smith, and the restoration of the Gospel and authority of God i in 
the present age. 

Singing. Benediction by Elder Burton. 

6:30 p.m. Singing. Prayer by Elder Huish. Singing. 

Elder Bean testified that the Gospel was restored to the earth i in its ful- 
ness; that men are called of God as was Aaron, and are now receiving 
revelation and inspiration from heaven in order to accomplish the pur- 
poses of the Lord. Communication is again open between the heavens 
and the earth, and men have been endowed with authority to act in the 
name of Jesus Christ. The knowledge of these facts was the cause of his 
efforts to assist in warning the inhabitants of the earth of the judgments 
which will come upon those who reject the Gospel and who know not 
Elder James H. Clarke said he would not be here if it were not for the 
testimony which he possessed, and the knowledge of having a commission 
to act in the name of Jesus. God had recognized the acts of His authorized 
servants in all ages, and still acknowledges them. The Latter-day Saints 
desire to do good, in bringing the Gospel before the people, as it is the 
power of God unto salvation. 

Apostle Young said the Latter-day Saints were . by the 
world, who are opposed to them as they were to the Savior when He was 
on earth. Like the ancient Saints, they are falsely accused of all manner 
of iniquities by their enemies. He testified to the divine authenticity 
of the Book of Mormon, to the divinity of the calling of the Prophet 
Joseph, and to the restoration of the Gospel in its fulness. He had 
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received the Spirit of Truth, by obedience to the ordinances of the Gospel, 
and had a testimony for himself. The duty devolved upon the Saints to 
warn the world of the judgments that are nigh at hand, and to lay the 
Gospel in plainness before men. He also spoke of the prosperity which 
attended the Latter-day Saints in the Rocky Mountains, and the peace 
and Jove which dwelt among them. 

President Evans made a few closing remarks, exhorting the Saints to 
be faithful and live near unto the Lord, that His blessing might rest on 
them. 

Singing. Benediction by Elder James. H. Clarke. 

On Monday evening at 7:30 a meeting was held for the general instruc- 
tion of the Saints. The speakers were Elders Edward Burton, A. F. Hay- 
cock, John E. Huish, Jas. H. Anderson and President Brigham Young, 
who each exhorted the Saints to live up to all the duties required of them, 
and walk every day in righteousness before the Lord. 

A Priesthood meeting was held on Saturday evening, at which the 
Elders were instructed in their duties. All of the meetings were well 
attended, many strangers being present on Sunday, and an excellent 
spirit prevailed. JosHua B. Bean, Clerk of Conference. 


— 


FACTS AND EVENTS. : 


‘Telegrams from Chicago, on March 31, state that the death rate from influenza wa 
nearly 300 per day, and that the roads to cemeteries were blocked by funerals. 

Lawrence Barrett, a famous American tragedian, and Joseph E. Johnston, a promi- 
nent general in the Confederate army during the American civil war, died on March 20. 


The death of Lord Granville occurred on March 30. For many years he has been 


of Lords. 

A young man named Hugh Millar has been arrested at New York for incendiarism 
burned to death. 
were sentenced to imprisonment at hard labor, a ˖ß . 
lashes each with the cat.” 
During the past week a large number of small shipwrecks were reported, attended 
with the loss of many lives. By one cyclone, in the South Pacific twenty vessels were 
unk and forty persons drowned. 
Information has been received at Simla, India, of a terrible massacre of British troops 
by hostile tribesmen in Assam. Seven British officers and the commissioner for Assam 
arp missing, and the number of Ghoorkas killed is given as 470. 
7 William Bannister and George Lamb, two lads from Wakefield, Yorkshire, were 
arrested on their arrival on the Ottoman at Boston, on March 19. They were bound 


west, with the intention of fighting the Indians, and were heavily armed. Both of them. 


will be sent back home. 

At Parkersburg, West Virginia, U. S. A, on March 28, a number of Italian workmen 
were discussing the lynching of Italians at New Orleans, when McAuley, a Scotchman, 
_ ‘who was foreman of the gang, remarked that the lynchers did just right. He was set 
upon by the Italians, who beat him to death. All over the country, the Italians are 

and many more murders are feared. 
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| MONDAY, . APRIL 6, 1891. 


4 SERVE THE LORD THY GOD WITH ALL THY “HEART 5 


Wuen the children of Israel were about to pass over the river J e ee 
enter the land of promise, their great law-giver Moses said to them: 
And now Israel, what doth the Lord thy God require of thee, but to 
fear the Lord thy God, to walk in all His ways, and to love Him, and to 
serve the Lord thy God with all thy heart and with all thy soul. 
Ihe requirement made by the Almighty of His people in the latter 
days does not differ from that placed upon His covenant. children ancient- 
ly in relation to the Lord whom they should serve and the measure of 
fidelity which they should give to His laws. The condition t upon whieh 
they may be cleansed from all sin. and receive a crown. of glory, in the 
-kingdom of God is that they “walk in all His ways.” Nothing. less than 
this will suffice to earn the great reward; without this they cannot fulfil 
all righteousness. They who are content with observing only a portion 
of the laws and ordinances of the Gospel will be disappointed if they 
expect to receive a fulness of the salvation, glory and ne voudli- 
safed to those who observe the will of God in all things. 
There are some people who fancy that obedience to the laws of heaven 
means a restriction of the rights and privileges which they are justified in 
exercising. But such a view is not in harmony with the principles of 
truth and justice, and shows a lack of comprehension of the divine 
The laws of nature are God's laws; they control in time and in eternity, 
in mortality and immortality. If there is anything that produces goed, 
that brings permanent joy and satisfaction, or that adds to the intelli· 
gence of men, it is in harmony with divine law. Whatever retards pfe- 
: gress or results in evil is in violation of the will of God. 3 
But men have desires which are unholy. These are the outgrowth 6 
false traditions and wrongdoing. The appetite thus created should: be 
overcome. There are propensities which, in moderation, are good; when 
they attain an abnornal growth they are the opposite. The desire to pos- 
ess this world’s goods i is commendable so long as it is within the bounds of 
justice; but when it passes beyond that, and covets the property whith 
belongs to another, it operates to the injury of those who are actuated b | 
it, because its nature then is to infringe on the rights of others. The 
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primed ples that control in spiritual affairs also govern in natural things. 
Tf a man is gluttonous, and eats more food than his system requires, it 
results in an injury to his physical being; while he who restrains an 
abnormal appetite and is controlled by nature’s laws, removes the unna- 
tural desire, and receives health and strength as the blessing for doing 
the Lord’s will in this regard. 

All of the commandments given by God are beneficial in their nature. 
They do not act as a restriction except in cases of excess or departure 
from that which produces good. They deprive us of no right; they do 
not limit us in the exercise of any privilege that will improve or benefit. 
They warn us to avoid that which brings evil from its very nature, and 
they indicate to us the means of living in harmony with the forces that 
control in the physical and spiritual worlds, and of reaping the benefits 
from such a course of life. 

It is true that, from a worldly point of view, sacrifices must be made in 
submitting to the requirements of the Lord. But every law and ordi- 
‘nance of the Gospel, when properly conformed to, works a lasting benefit 
to the individual. When seed time comes we spare a portion of our store 
of grain for planting; it passes from our possession. But in the soil it 
germinates, and in due time it brings forth many fold for our sustenance. 
So it is with the sacrifices which we make in accord with the Lord's will; 
‘they produce more abundantly of the blessings of heaven for our enjoy- 
ment. These sacrifices should be voluntary in their nature, so far as sub- 
mission to the will of God is concerned, that they might be fruitful in 
blessings. If they are not freely made, it is like taking seeds that need 
soil for their germination and development, and scattering them amid 
the rocks or on the waters; they die and are lost to us, because the con- 
: ditions which combine to maintain life are not made to exist. 

Upon the same principle that the harvest succeeds the planting, does 


sacrifice bring forth the blessings of heaven. If we give freely to the 


poor, it is the sowing of seeds that produce many fold; if we pay 
willingly of tithes and offerings to the Lord, His blessings will return 
abundantly to those who have faith to conform to this law. Thus it is 
© with every requirement of the Almighty, and those who “ walk in all I 
--ways” enjoy His blessings in every sphere of existence. 
This life is a preparation for the future, which is steadily, surely 8 
in upon us. The child develops into the man by the natural, unyielding 
process of time. That he may be qualified for association with intelligent 
adults, he is subjected to a system of training by which his mind is culti- 
vated and his judgment matured; by the time this is accomplished he is 
accounted a child no longer, and ‘tahoe his place among the men of his 
generation. Those who have taken upon them the name of Christ hope 
that, when they depart hence, they will enter His presence and be one 
with Him. But in order to arrive at this condition of oneness, it is 
1 necessary for them to pass through an experience which will prepare 
them for association with Him. This preparation is to bring the flesh 
into submission to the will of the spirit, that, like the Savior of the world, 
His disciples will do the will of their Father in heaven. 
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Every action of life has its influence for good or evil in this preparatory 
work. Each evil thought, word, or deed, detracts, in proportion to its 
magnitude, from the strength and symmetry of the structure we are 
erecting in this probation; each noble impulse, kind word, or praise- 
worthy act enhances the beauty and brings nearer to perfection the 
edifice of our lives. A full realization of this truth is a powerful incen- 
tive to cleave unto good and avoid evil. It enables us to comprehend 
the necessity of relying upon the Lord at all times, in all conditions, and 
under all circumstances; it brings within our understanding the benefits 
to be derived from harmonizing even apparently small and unimportant 
things with His will, and teaches us to appreciate the instructions given 
by the Prophet Alma to his son Helaman: ä 
Oh remember, my son, and learn wisdom in thy youth; yea, learn in 
thy youth to keep the commandments of God; yea, and cry unto God for 
al thy support; ea, let all ** doings be unto the Lord, and whitherso- 
ever thou goest, let it be in the Lord: yea, let thy thoughts be directed 
unto the Lord; yea, let the affections of thy heart be placed upon the 
Lord forever; counsel the Lord in all thy doings, and He will direct thee 
for good; yea, when thou liest down at night, lie down unto the Lord, 
that He may watch over you in your sleep; and when thou risest in the 
‘morning, let thy heart be full of thanks unto God; and if ye do these 
things ye shall be lifted up at the last day. | . 
Here is the rule of conduct for the lives of Saints. It is the path in 
which Christ our Lord walked. To the Saints in this age have been 
revealed the laws and ordinances of the Gospel; its keys have been com- 
‘mitted to their care. The power thus bestowed is for the salvation of 
all who will serve the Lord. Te cannot serve God and mammon,” said 
Jesus. There can be no division of aims, no separation of interests, and 
at the same time be harmony with heaven’s laws. It is proper for men 
to strive for the comforts and necessaries of life; but in all their dealings 
‘they should be honest, truthful, and just. In public associations, in the 
family circle, or when apart from their fellow beings, the Saints should 
devote every moment of their time to the service and glory of God. Then 
will His blessings attend them here and hereafter, and they will receive 
the priceless gift of eternal lives for their faithfulness. as 


RELEASES AND APPOINTMENT.—Elder George A. Rimington is honorably 
released from his labors as President of the Newcastle Conference, to 
return home. 7 

‘Elder Edward M. Patterson is honorably released from his labors as 
‘Traveling Elder in the Newcastle Conference, to return home. 
Elder Elisha H. Davis is released from his labors as Traveling Elder in 
‘the London Conference, and is appointed to preside over the Newcastle 
Conference. 


A POPULAR FALLACY. 


Ong of the most remarkable and popular fallacies of modern Christendom 
is the idea that the salvation of the human family does not depend upon 
their compliance with the ordinances of the Gospel. One religious dé- 


° 
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nomination will tell you baptism is no longer necessary; another will say 
revelation can be dispensed with; still another may say the laying on of 
hands for the healing of the ‘ak or for the conferring of the Holy Ghost 
is not required in the plan of salvation. One person with whoni the 
writer entered into conversation likened the Gospel to a game of football, 
in which the ball is kicked by the contestants hither and thither until 
ultimately it reaches the goal; thus, said he, it will be with the various 
sects or denominations; they will in the end, by different roads, reach the 
goal, Heaven. If this sophistry were correct we could place no depend- 
ence upon the teachings of our Lord and His Apostles, and we should be left 
like a mariner upon the trackless ocean, without either a guiding star or 
a compass, tossed to and fro by the waves, as mankind now are by every 
wind of doctrine. 

The Lord and His Apostles did not teach that men could reach heaven 
by different roads. The straight and narrow way in which the Master 
trod was the only one indicated by Him; “one Lord, one faith, one bap- 
tism,” was the doctrine of the Apostles. Taking the illustration of the. 
football game, the principles of the Gospel are as the intervening distance 
between the ball and the goal. For the ball to be borne to the desiréd 


place, it is nécessary to traverse the distance; the goal cannot be reached 


without. So it is with man and salvation. The difference in conditions 
can be removed only by obeying the principles of the Gospel; by pursuing 
the course that will bring man to his destination. Steps taken in ather 
directions, or a failure to proceed toward the goal, would forever keep us 
from the latter. The people of the earth to-day are walking in almost 
every direction except that which leads to the kingdom of heaven. 

- Who are responsible for this lamentable condition of the religious 
world? Who indeed but the hireling priests and teachers of a false the- 
ology, who divine for money and preach for hire. Beware “ye generation 
of vipers;” beware ye parasites who are feeding, vampire-like, upon 
the blood of this untoward generation; beware how ye teach for doc- 
trines the commandments of men; beware how ye pervert the scriptures 
—the word of God? Upon whom is the Lord coming with ten thousand 
of His Saints to execute judgment, if all are going to reach the “goal” and 
be saved; and why was the Apostle Paul, a chosen vessel of the Lord, 
thankful that the Roman Saints had obeyed that form of doctrine which 
was delivered them, whereby they became free from sin, and were the 
servants of righteousness? Why did the same Apostle tell the Galatians 
that as many of them as had been baptized into Christ had put on Christ? 
What will become of modern Christendom in the day when God shall 
judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to His Gospel? The 


Latter-day Saint, humble and illiterate though he may be, cannot but 


blush for the darkness that pervades the religious world, and envelops 
the minds of both clergy and laity, in the fulfilment of the prediction 


that darkness should cover the earth, and gross darkness the minds of 


the people. 
Rejoice ye Saints that your minds are ina by the Spirit of God; 


that your feet are guided by the lamp of revelation; that the voice of ine 


— 
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4 spiration has dispelled the gathering gloom of centuries of ignorance, 
‘superstition and apostacy, and that the genial rays of the everlasting 
Gospel of Christ have removed from your religious horizon the last linger- 
ing clouds of doubt, error, and tradition. Thank God that through your 
obedience your belief has been changed to absolute knowledge, and that 
your faith and works go hand in hand. Now that you are walking in the 
straight and narrow path which leadeth to life eternal, turn not to the 
right or to the left, but keep steadfastly on. Let your light so shine that 
the world may see your good works, and await the coming of the great 
Bridegroom! Stand ye in holy places while the righteous indignation of 
the Lord overtakes the wicked, and in the sublime language of the poet 
Bryant feel to say: 
Ob Lord! when Thou 

Set on fire the heavens with falling thunderbolts, * *° * 

Oh, from these sterner aspects of Thy face 

Spare me and mine; nor let us need the wrath of the mad, 


Unchained elements, to teach who rules them,” 
: | F. W. C. 


A LESSON AT THE GRAVE, 


Tnosx who have read the death notices of the past few weeks will have 
‘geen that several aged veterans have been called away from this sphere of 
action, Of those who were personally acquainted with the Prophet 
Joseph and took an active part in laying the foundation of this latter- 
day work, not many remain among us. And those who are still left are 
more or less physically weak. In the common course of events, we may 
‘expect that, in a few more years, none of these noble heroes will remain 
in the midst of us. They will be gone to reap the just reward among the 
Saints on the other side of the veil. This fact suggests a few —— 
and reflections of great importance. 

The growing generation can hardly realize, to the full extent, the ier : 
ficial influence these faithful servants of the Lord exercise among the 
people. Of ancient Israel it was said that they served “Jehovah all the 
days of Joshua, and all the days of the Elders that overlived Joshua, and 
which had known all the works of the Lord that He had done for Israel.” 
But after these first eye-witnesses to the- establishment of the covenant 
had gone to their fathers, circumstances changed. The people accustomed 
themselves more and more to the ways of the heathen nations, and they 
became ensnared in the sins of their surroundings, to their own cost. 
The influence of the first heroes was not there to counteract the power of 

the adversary. 

Nor is this strange. Joshua and hile 
only the correct doctrines, which had been taught them by Moses, but 
they had also been imbued with that spirit without which none can 
,. faithfully continue to serve the Lord. They had been led on from trial 
to trial, and at the same time from victory to victory. They had been 
* placed in circumstances where they were entirely thrown upon the omnip- 


; 
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otent arm of their God, and they had through their wonderful experience 
learned to trust Him. This had made them heroes of faith, and they in- 
spired, by their very presence, the whole people with this genuine hero- 


ism. Like the first Napoleon or Gustavus Adolphus, they imparted their 
own enthusiasm to their followers. And this was done through that 


divine Spirit of which they were in possession. Doctrine alone is not 
sufficient for the preservation of a people. 


Now, it is comparatively easy to impart doctrines to the growing gener- 


ation. This can be done and is done by faithful and diligent teaching. 
Men can learn, theoretically, the first principles of the Gospel; they can 
receive an understanding of many theological and ecclesiastical truths, 
and even thereby be brought to conform with certain outward ordinances, 
and yet not receive of that spirit which alone enables men to stand up 
faithfully in the performance of the duties incumbent upon one who has 
made sacred covenants with God. For this spirit is not received by study 
or by research. It is given. It is imparted from on high. 

The life of the Prophet Elisha, who was a faithful disciple of Elijah, 
affords an illustration of this fact. When this last mentioned remarkable 
champion of truth was about to be taken away from the earth, Elisha 
asked, as a last favor, that two parts of the great Prophet’s spirit might 
fall upon him. Elisha was before that time duly instructed, but that for 
which he now asked, he knew he had not yet received; and they were 
both well aware that he could not receive it, unless it were given by Him 
from whom the Spirit emanates. His desire was fulfilled, however, be- 
cause he sought for it in faith, diligently and earnestly. 

Another illustration is given in the first disciples of our Lord. For 
years they had followed Him and been instructed in the principles of the 
Gospel. They had even, to some extent, been impressed with the fact of 
His divine nature and the work He had commenced. Yet, when He was, 
as they thought, for ever gone; when they thought themselves sadly dis- 
appointed in their expectations, their moral strength was almost exhaust- 
ed and they seemed to contemplate the propriety of again giving their 
attention to their worldly pursuits. ‘“ Let us go fishing” was the proposi- 
tion of Peter, one of the most devoted of the disciples. They had been 
well instructed, but they lacked as yet the gift of the Spirit. When they 
became possessed of this precious gift, on the day of Pentecost; they were 
enabled to face the world, and they became mighty men of God. a 

The trouble with Israel was this: Joshua died; the Elders who had Mien 
eye-witnesses to God's wonderful works in delivering the people and 
guiding them through the wilderness, died; and the growing generation, 
although being well instructed in principles, did not, like Elisha, seek to 
be imbued with the Spirit that dwelt in those who passed away. And 
because they neglected to seek for this Spirit they became a weak people, 
notwithstanding their instruction, and notwithstanding the temporal 
blessings they enjoyed in the land of promise. 

The Latter-day Saints have great promises in regard to this important 
matter. To them it has been said: Ask the Father in my name, in faith 
believing that you shall receive, and you shall have the Holy Ghost; 
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which manifesteth all things which are expedient unto the children of 
men.” And again: “Pray always, and I will pour out my Spirit upon 
you, and great shall be your blessing; yea, even more than if you should 
obtain treasures of earth and corruptibleness to the extent thereof. 
Indeed, the purpose of the Almighty in establishing this Church has 
more than once been solemnly declared to be that it should never be des- 
troyed, as it was in previous dispensations. The Spirit of God will not be 
withdrawn from this people. Vet, it is all the more important that those 
who are called to take the places of the departing Saints, whether they 
are born in Zion and reared under the influences of the Gospel, or come 
from lands afar off, should seek earnestly, by prayer and faith, to recbive 
the same Spirit which enabled Joseph and Hyrum to be faithful unto 
death, and which inspired their successors to continue the grandest work 
that was ever commenced on earth. This seems to be the great lesson 
departed.—Deseret News. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 
Another little boy has been killed by an electric car in Salt Lake pera Lloyd, 
of the Fifteenth Ward. ä 


A company has been organized for the purpose of boring gas wells u and around 
Centreville, Davis County. 

The Union Pacific Company intends to erect 300 new Wb * year, at Garfield 
Beach, on the Great Salt Lake. 


A conference of the Deseret Sunday School Union is called for April 5th, at 7:30 _— 
in the Tabernacle at Salt Lake City. : 


. The Sixty-first Annual Conference of the Church will convene atthe Tabernacle, Salt 
Lake City, at 10 o’clock a.m. on April 4th. 

The opening of the Rio Grande Western Railway to Manti enables travelers to. make 


- Mr. R. S. Watson has resigned the position of superintendent of Ws nen of 
2 lk. and Mr. Isaac Smith has been appointed his sucoessor. 


On March 13, about fifty head of wild deer appeared in the fields near e ee 
of the animals attracted great attention by making ite way through the city oneal 
pace. 

, Issac Bullock, an old and respected resident of Provo, died on March 6 
monia. His wife, Sister Electa Bullock, was absent in the Eastern States at the . 
attending the National Woman's Suffrage Association. 

Of the ten honor“ men standing highest in the class of eighty-five dns of the 
New York College of Dentistry, at its closing exercises recently, two are from Utah: 
Charles M. Cannon and John F. Snedaker. Dr. Cannon received one of 11 tour prizes 
given; this was for the best oral report on surgical clinics. 


The Gentile police of Salt Lake City are engaged in watching the Salvation Army 
preachers, and preventing them from “‘ disturbing the peace” by beating drums, etc. 
Gambling dens and liquor saloons are, however, allowed to go on unrestricted. When 
the “Mormons” were in charge, the whisky men and gamblers were prosecuted for un- 
lawful acts, while the Salvationists, in common with all other sects, were protected in 
their religious rites and worship. 
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John W. Young’s railway to Old Mexico, concerning which there has been so much 
talk, will commence work in the near future. The builders have incorporated under the 
title of the Mexican Pacific Railway company, principal place of business, Deming; 
object, to construct a road from Deming south into Old Mexico; directors, John W. 
Young, Salt Lake City; B. C. Faurot, Lima, O.; J. F. Crosby, El Paso, Tex.; Thomas 
McManus, Chihuahua, Mex.; Murat Masterson, Deming; William n . eee Jr., 
2 Charles H. Dane and Gustave Warmser, Deming. 


4 OLD JACOB PETERSEN 


As idly down the street I went, 
— some wagons driven slow, 
And turning to an urchin, said: 
, boy, where do those wagons go?” 
He lig tly tossed his cap in air, 
And loud and 2 as lightly said: 
They're 
Old Jaoo 


I fancied as the mourners passed 

Their eyes reproachfully were bent; 
And as a mute apology 

I turned and followed where they went. 
The meagre crowd bareheaded stond; 
. The plain, white coffin found the earth; 
While one uncouth in word and dress 

parentage and birth: 


“ Born in far Norway’s frozen clime, 
The child of bitterest poverty, 
He learned that hands were made to toil, 
Ere scarce he left his mother’s knee. 
He ate with thankfulness his crust 
(’T was often but a barley cake). 
He owed no debt ts saved 
And wactificed hor ers’ sake. 


„And uncomplainingly he toiled, 
Nor ever thonght to change his lot; 
But living as his father liv | 
Die as his.father—in his cot. 
Content where summer seldom came, 
With naught but pov * — view, 
He married one who loved him well, 


A woman good, and sweet, and true. 


The came aun — at at last; 
His humble heart 
The true sheep know the — voice; 


His barley crust was manna sweet. 
His few — . wept and shook their heads, 
And bade him farewell mournfully, 
When Zionward he set his face, 
To labor for eternity. 


He dared the dangers of the d 
And while his heart with 
He saw his only daughter die, 
The form consigned to ocean’s bed. 
on his chosen road, 
grief de thanked 
And’ ef he thank 


—— 


Petersen is 


ed his God 
Hoe that one perfect git his wie 


"Who'd think » hero slept ben 


IS DEAD.” 


He yet 
body seemed — — 
hat new U. that filled his soul. 
we fir his wife to death succumbed, 
1228 bowed to the sod; 
Yet comfort found in her last words: 
Press onward in the work of God.’ 


to reach this favored land, 
: righam Young he lived to hear; 
— 


A temple’s holy threshold trod; 
deeply of a lasting peace 
And learned the changeless will of God. 
He did a great, unselfish work 
For those who never saw this 3 
n rs kept i 
which we keep our mo 
dealt „ 
Is pledged to Him for life or death. | 


„He wished in flesh to meet his God, 
But did as he had lived, resign 
Crist did not come, but he has has gone, 
His body to the earth consigned. 
It matters little when our work 
Is done, and eyes grow weak and dim, 
Whether he dear Lord comes to us, 
Or we, through death, may go to 0 Him.” 


a few short words 


Of prayer; the dead man’s grave was filled 
up with t care; 
Dried were the tears that friendship spill’ d. 
Petersen was dead, 
nd buried, too, weer t few there be 
Can such heroic record claim, 
Unspotted, as was given thee. 


He reached no heights of brilliant fame 
In war, in , wealth, =? power; 


But with’ the talent given 

He wrought his task 
And paved 2 heaven a 

By doing duties — 


To see “Old Jacob’s 


humble 
E. J. 


225 


